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NT LEAST SEVEN
AYBE THIRTY
DEAD N WRECK

Gilt Edge Express of New
Haven Railroad

at Bradford
Wrecking Both

Station,

PASSENGER COACHES
ARE IN FLAMES

All Deaths Oecurred in One
Car m Which Were 37
Passengers and of Whom
Only Six Are Accounted
For

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire)

BRADFORD, R. L. Aprl 18—
Driving through a thick fog, the
Gilt Edge Express, west bound,
on the New York, New Haven &
Hartford railroad, smashed into the
rear of a local passenger train that
had come to a stop at the station
here last night. The rear coach
was telesceped and set on fire and
at |vast seven of the passengers
were killed. An eighth victim died
later from injuries. Thirty-five
others received injuries and in
some cases it was feared that death
would follow.

Early today a search of the ruins
wps being made and it was be-
leved that other bodies would be
found.

The engineer of the local train
said that he had trouble in making
steam, and when he arrived at
Bradford he wired to New London
for instructions. He was told to
draw on to a siding at Bradflrd
to let the express pass and was
just moving his train from the
main track whe nthe express bore
down upan him.

The accident occurred at 7:30
o'clock. and four hours later
wrecking and hospital crews were
said to have recovered thirty
bodies. o wyw

The dead were in the rear car of
a four-coach local trhin, bound
from Boston to New London, and
which had stopped at the local sta-
tion when it was run down by the
Gilt Edge Express, bound from Bos-
ton for New York.

This conch was telescoped, sst
afire and burned. The car ahead
also took fire and the flames com-
municating to the passenger sta-
tion and freight house, destroyed
both buildings.

It was stated that there were
known to have been 37 passengers
in the destroyed car and that only !
six of these had been accounted |
for several hours later,

Among those believed to hove boen
burned to death were Miss Jane T.!
Clark, daughter of Willtum Clark, presi- |
tunt of the Westerly Mill of the Amer- |
leun Thread company, and W. M. Bur- !
ber, algo of Westerly.

Vice President Whaley,
Haven rallroad,

New |

be-

of the
declured shortly

fore midnight that reports to the sffect | cach

C'rashes
Into Loeal Train Standing

LAST WORD

D i ——
CAR RANZA DEGREES

ONNOMINATION
[F BRANDERS

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire)
WASHINGTON, April 17.—The day

A1 CONress

The Senate

Alet OO

Judicwary committee fniled to reach
any capclusion on nominution of Louls
I} Hrandeis to the supreme court,

Benator Newlands submitted the dad-
ministrat ion fur continuing
propritions: as  amendment
and harbors bill

Debhute resumed on

Agricultura! commiltee decided
nsk the federal trade commission
supercide distribution of sidal
Yuentan.

at

Man -

to riverd

the army bill

LT
Lo
held in

The House:
Met nt noon
Disposed of ununimous consent cal-
erdar
Passed an sennte bl .hu..m'mg. the
number of cadets st West Point oca-
demy after striking out a provision
which would Lave increfised the pre-
sldent's appolntive power.
Two unsuccessTil «fforts made by
Chadirman Padgett, of Noval commit-
Lo to socure gotion on the bill to em-
power pavil and marineg offleers to
serve under the Halteien government
to train the Haitien comsmbalery un-
til s officers have been developed.

business,

Possed severnl bridge bills
Ffforts o pmemnd the army reor-
gumization bill was defeated in rapid

suecession wn the senate today on the
oV

of the measure's [Essige
Senntor Reed's nmendment to oeredto

from six (0 welve training schools
tor West Point and Annapolis in vari-
wiy parts of the country was defedted
37 0 3L Under sn agreement veach-
ed lust week voting on the hill and all
pending amendments will begin  at
five J'clock temorrow aflernoon.
(her amendments rejected Includ-
ed one by Sengtor Lee of Maryland
to inerease the number of national

;;u:lrll enlisted men from 22 to 460 for
representative and Senutor

that thirty or more persons had been | | Works proposal for an ‘ndusirial mili-
burned to deuth in the wreck at Brad- | tiry forve of 250,000 men to 2erve a

ford were without foundation.

“We are absolutely ponitive,
ndded, “that not more than rhru iu T=
®ons were Killed,

Grout confusion followed the col-}
limion and it was long before & definite |
idea of the extent of the disuster could
I Bl Ax the (Mumes of the burning
enrd and buildings died out, the triin
yard was left In darkness and those
who wenl to the aid of the Injured
worked under great difficuliies,

The only telegraph linex in the town
went out of commission with the burn-
ing of the stution, and the only com-
munication with the outside was by a
single telephone wire. Over this help
wan summoned from Providence and
New London, the former sending a
wrecking traln and physiclans and the
latter clty dispatohing a hospital train,

Estimates of the dend varied widely
and in the absence of u positive offi-
cial statement the number could not
be determined ut midoight. At that
hour the ruine of the burned curs were
=t =0 Lot that they could not be
thoroughly searched. Four bodie: were
warly removed and & count of those who
recelved medionl treatment showed that
35 who escoped death were injured. It
was thought severil of these would die.

A brakemun of the local truin said
that there wers 37 passengers in the
rear car and that he bhid been able o
locute only seven n! I.!wac This i gave

(Continue 'I'Iﬂl'lllt'd on Page '.Nn;

Disposal Of Sisal Supply

-
a
if thut many.*" !
i

| month each ¥ ur in the army in times
of peace, nnd 11 months in forestry
wnd reclamation services fn the pa-
cifle roast and adjacent states,
Senwtlor Borul's attack on the nu-
tionu! guard last Saturday in which he
declared  thut federal appropriations
were “Shamefully wasted and zome
times embesxled” hrmlgln forth vig-

q(‘m:t}numl on Page ‘T‘\HJ)

OF U. S.

‘ON SUBMARINES WILL
‘GO TO GERMANY TODAY

| . z ; . e
| SHALL BE NO GRAFT | [Communmication Which ‘Will
| : 4 - T eags
I8 pratls il A itk EXanenk Final Word on
M2 = : B - i ) N
b ernl A, Carrunza tonight issued | hll}.!lllﬂl'“l“ Iﬁf‘\lll' 1s Com-
| a decree for the purpose of pro- | I v ThHao
| hiitng graft, which for a long i'lf'“-"l 2"'";1 ] \\ l" hl D'h
| time has prevalled in the sovern- | | patched Today
| ment roilways, cmployes having |
| charged shippers huge sums fre- | =
| quently for . supplying curs for | [R!puhllun.h. P. L.eauau Wire]
| frelght sund express. The decree WASHINGTON, April 17—The com-
informs  wll ;:_uvornm-_-nl rinilways | | munfcation which 1€ to bhe the jast
Lhat hf‘“":' nn'"‘ifl:"l h?p:irl‘"}'l word of the United Swtes to Ger-
IF imens ":m _1'_'} ‘m'"".“]": t\:‘“il' " ' lmany on the submarine issue, was
““_““‘_“".'r_f »n:-" '\‘l““\ i"‘ HEDE ] completed by President Wilson today.
o b i N UI [t probably will be dispatched to Ber-
lin tomorrow.

The document reviews Germany's
submatine activities since the Lusi-
tania wisg sunk almos: 4 year ago,

15 and anakes clear that only an im-

mediate change in the German policy
cun mike possible the continuance of
friendly velgtions between the two ni-
2lons,

A= the presldent was
finishing touches 1o
which he and Secretury Lansing had
heen working for nearly a week, of-
ficiiel word wis received by the siate
department that he lves of two Amer-
Icans had been endangered by an at-
tack on the Russian bark Imperator.
DY an Austrian submarine.  Carl Bal-
Huret, Amercan corsul genernl ut
Barcelonn. Spain, who sent the report
anid the attadk wis without warning,
fine of the American citizens on
board was wounded by shrapnel shells
fired by the submarine A full
vesligation of the incldent was ord-
ered ot ones by the state department.
IT the consnl general’s report s borpe
out. it is probable thal representa-
tiong wimilar to those nbout
mafie W Germany will he
Austrin

As the president had fin-
iEhed the communication to Germany
e directed that Senator Stone. chalr-
of the senate foreign reélations
comimittee, be invited to the White
fouse  in order that he might
| tuformed of the intentions of the
| ministration
will see the
Ing befors

putting the
the note. on

Jew

in-
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Senator Stone probiably
pregfident tomorrow  morn-
the cabinet meeting.
Mr. Wilson himsel!l was the
officinl familiar with ull the
of the docoment tonight, but
learned authoritatively that it
most  emphatic and vigorous
mntic paper the prestdent
spproved,
Attncks

only
detulls
it WaR
i the
diplo-
ever hns
without warning by suls
marines merchunt veskels sifes
Germuny give notice that ships car-
meing guns would be considered ns
|\'l’-1'-‘:~'-l‘.]¥ of war hove been  ciosely
studied py 1he president with the re-
sulting conciusipn that promises made
Germany followsd,

(114 ]

have beren

oy nng

When the preparation of Lhe case of
the United States was begun T wae
found thet sixty-five wvesssls have
Loen reportsd  officinlly and unnf-
fleinlly * mas  having DLeen  wltidiked
without warming by Germuan submek-

rines within the past few week= Of-
ficia)l reports have not confirmed sl
these Incidents, however, and there-
fore all will not invladed.

The uttacks on the channel steamer
t Suedey, Coarrving more than o score
Americand has bYeen incloded in
the evidence on the United States ax
one of the strongest proofs of Ger-
many's fallure to adhere Lo her prom-
Ises

(T8

ur

Offiein]l veports [rom Berlin that
Germany was willing to meet the
United States “more than half way™

bave encouraged officinls here to hope

that the German goverament moy
make vopeession at the last moment
which muy prevent a break The

presidient, however, reported to

ll m'lllnued on Puge 'i\\n)

Wan

SECRETARY BAKER FORECASTS

ot PARATE G0

1P3 FOR AVIATION

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]
WASHINGTON,
of a separnte army
distinel from 1the signal corps, wus
forecasi by Secretary Buker today in
announcing & genersl shaking up of
the flying branch of the wrmy hy
the president and the war depnrt-
ment us u result of the recent inves-
tigation of the aviation service, 1If
this plan ls followed it will pave the
way to the addition of battle alreraft
to the scouting wnd message bearing

ntm;:iunen now mmd ‘

April 17 —Creation
corps for aviation

Up To Trade Commission

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

WASHINGTON, April 17.—Disgposal
of the present wvmilable sisal supply
In Yucatun, Mexico, passed into the
hands of the federal trade commis-
slon today by direction of the U, 8
senate und at the request of the
marketing  orgunigation of Mexican
plunters, the Commission Reguladore.
The fibre wil] be distributed by the
trade commission to American mant-
facturers of binder twine at pricex
and under conditions jald down by
the commission. The 125000  bules
sieid to be on hand unsold will Insure
a sufficient supply of twine for the
forthcoming American harvest

The commission's offer to place its
winck in the hands of the United

Blites government came after the
commission had heen charged by the
International Harvester compuny with
withdrawing sisal Irom the market
in order to force higher prices, and
{ta  representatives had mwhde the
counter charge that the harvester
vompany sought to corner sisal in
order to oreate i shortuge and dis-
aredit the Yucntan combine aund ta
Ameriean finaneinl Hackers,

While the trade commission is dis-
posing of the sisal, the senate sub-
commitiee jnvestigating the opern-
tions of the planters’ orgunization
will continue. It was said today fhat
the trode commission might begin a
sepurate fnguiry Into the allegation
concerning the Harvester company.

Hecommendations of  the court
martial which tried Lleutenant ¢ol-
onel Lewls F. Goodier judge-advocate
of the western department, wers fip-
proved, as were those of a spectal
board of officers appointed to inguire
into the whole gquestion of discipline
and conduct of the uvietion section
of the elgnal corpd, These steps were
tuken!

Colonel  Goodier was  censured by
President Wilson as  commiinder-in-
chief of the mrmy. for having failed
“lo obgerve the attitude which his
offlecers  and  senlority of runk re-
quited him to observe among junior
offigers.”

Secretary Baker censured
Gensml George P. Seriven,
nal officer of the army,
ure personally to supervise the
clplinary features of aviation
wdminlsteation.™

Lisutenunt Colonel
chief of the aviution section, signul
corps, was relleved from that duty
and cengured by Secretary Baker “for
disrespect to i co-ordinate bhranch of
the government, fallure to observe
the restraints imposed by law with
regard to the personnel und pay of
members of the avintion section” and
for other rensons: and, the appoint-
ment of 8 committee of the general
“tiff to study the reorganization of
the sviation section was directed by
Secretary Baker.

Colonel Goodier's chse was only in-
cidental to the genernl shake-up of
the aviation section, although hear-
fags In thut trial, hetd at San Fran-
¢isco severn] months ugo, served to
eall aftentlon to the conditions that
resgulted In the orders issped,

Brig.
ehief =ig-
“for his fall-

thiw-
corps

Samuel  Reber,

FRENGH REPULSE
GEAMANG IN NEW
INFANTRY MOVE

Teutons Launch Powerful
Attack Against French

Positions and Are Again
Swept Back Except 1In
Chauffour Wood

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

Aguin the Germans have launched a
powerful infuntry attuck against the
Frenoh positions  extending from  the
river Meose, to Dousumont, and again
they hive been swepl buack, excep:
where they ovtnined a footlng in a
small portion of the Chauffour wood,
hy the gins of the French. Heavy
casunlties were Inflieted on the at-
tacking forces along the two and a
half miles pttle front.

Tho Germans huve kept
heavy shelling of hill 204
of Verdun, und the second Hnes of
the French in this region, probably
with the intention of again throwing
their Infuntry forward in an endeavor
t copture these important points,
keys the Verdun position on thoe
west

Elsewhers along the
the French there
bhombardments
Numerous

up their
northwest

o

lines held by
have heen  only
and mining operntions.
GErmnn pasitions have

leen bombed Ly French alrorait.
Om the British front in Helgium and
Frande the benve bombiardments by

the British and Germans continue un-
The artillery netivity In the
sector hetween St Elol and the Ypres-
Commines, has been esvecially marked.

The Germuns have poured shells on
the Russian positions nlong the Dvinn
river nl the Ikskull bridgehead and
ahout Dyvinsk, and vigomrous artillery
hve been in progresx in the
lnke region south of Dvinsk,

In Galicte, slong the river
the Teutm have made s=severnl at-
lompts agninst Russian trenches, but
all of them were repulsed mccording
o Petrograd.

The big guns on hoth =ides are in
votion ol most of the Austro-ltalinv
fronte, In the Sugann valley the Ause
trinns  delivered attacks ugninst the
Itelinns from the Larganza torrent to

abated.

duels

Stripa,
I~

Mont Collo, but they were everywhers
reqinleed
In Asiatle Turkey the Russians on

the Black Sex const bave cuplured the
iawn of Burmeneh and pushed farther
wertwiurd azainst the retreating Turks
of Arsene Kelessi, less than 12 miles
from the Important fortifled town of

Trebizond
The Russinns are aoticipsating no
cnsy conouest of Trebinrond, sovord-

ing to vwnoffieinl advices from Peiro-
grad, the town having been heavily
fortitied wnd reinforced with three
complete divisions of troop= The
Turks are deeinr=] to be resisting fe-
rociously the onward press of the Ros-
vinps ngainst Besltut, northwest of
Ergerum in the atmwinment of which
the Russinne bope to join hands with
thelr men fighting in the Black sea
1itteral

The Hritish
will regulite
packing

govérnment hereafter
shipments of Ameriean
houses to all neutril European
vountries for the period of the war,
acrording o an agreement reached
between the government and the pack-

ers n the settlement of the cases
arising from the seizure hy ureat Br-
tain of cargoes of packers products,

tiotous demonstrations occurred In
Athens when an attempt was made to
break up mesting of adherents of
former Premier Venizelos, supporter
of the Entente ocuause. One  report
gaye several shots were fired and that
a nmmber of the former premier's
followprs were arrested.

The Norwegion ship (lendoon of
1,918 tons, and the British steamer
Harrovian of 43i% 1ons have been
sunk, the former v gunfire

Norwegian Steamer Sunk

LONDON. April 17—The Norwegiun

atesmer Repelera has been sunk, Her
crew was resoued,

“The French have cuptured the
submarine which torpedoed the Sus-

cex, und have made prisoner the cap-
tin end crew.” says the Daily Mail
In the British air attack on Con-
stantinople Friday ovening two bombs
dropped by the ralders burst in the
war ministry according o a report
from Saloniitl forwarded by the Athens
cerespondent of the Exchange Tele-
graph compuny,

The dispateh adds  that another
Poimbh burst In the powder fuctory of
Makrekol, which biew up, There ware
rumerons cpsuslties.

The Morning Post's budapest cor-
respondent sends the following state-
ment by Count Jullux Andrassy, the
former Hungarian premier, published
In Budupest. commenting on the re-
cont #peech by the Germun chancellor,
Dy, von Bethmann-Hollweg.

“Mhe spesch is sctoally the forerun-
ner of peace, o which the chanceilor
defines Giermany's @ttitude quite dis-
tinetly expleining what he wants from
Fiussla, what he does not want from
Francee and what he intendx to do with
Belgivm and algo his views on finane-
inzr the colonies

“The speech is a basls whersupon
pedce negotiations may be  begun—
conditiong which leave the door oper
to counter demunds.  Every one of
hig remarks is @ possible foundation
on which peace e¢an be  built. The
chanecellor does not usk  the annexma-
tion of Relgitm but only that Belgivm
shall not become a bulwark of Anglo-
French forees whence they could down
on Germany.

“The demand for indemnity for
(Continned on Page Two)

WASHINGTON REPORTS LACK
OF GONFIRMATION OF DEATH
OF VILLA AT SAN BORJA

DISCREDIT REPORT

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

MEXICO CITY, April 17.—During
the day no messages have reached
Mexieo City tending to cpnfirm the
report of the finding of the body of
Villa, and the general dlaposition in
official circies I8 to discredit the re-
THarL.

Mesgiages
the north,

from various sections
:mm\n! h\ tht- wWiLr

imn
!l?"

.S, TROOPS ASF

[further south were impossible unless
authority wis obtained for the
tablishment off « new border bawe,
free use of rallroads or the
strengthening of the forces
Mexico. He said that in strengthen-
ing the line to Satevo, the maximum
of its elnsticity had been attained
Detached columns of cavalry are
operating south of Satevo but only so
fur us vations for man and horse
can be carried. The three detach-
ments that met at Santa Cruz eight
miles from FPuarriel now  have left
there and probably fallen back on the
line st Satevo.
plained thuat the
trict  was
for elther
nod  that
to  Parral,
must have
sumed  they
Parml

(“1'
the
minterial
now in

Funston ex-
In thnt dis-
devold of food
or the animals
ther hud  returned
return o Buateva
necessary. He ag-
not  returned

General
conniry
absolutely
the men
unless
their
heen
hud

The Intest repurls recelved by
ern] Funston in which
made of Vila guve
the mountains  oorth
Parral.

OMfjcers hare are
did not  spcoeed
south as the
state line.

Not many detallz of the Parrsl in-
cldent were added toduy o the in-

Gen-
mention  was
as his location
and west of

convineed that he
in getting as far
Chibuahua-Durango

MEKIGD Ao GAN G0
EINFCRGEMENT

partment continue to report defeats
of raiding bands and their dispersal,

o the war office it wns sald today
that the only sections of the coun-
try  now  troubled with orgunized
wrmed resistance, are the states of
|Chihuahiva and Morelos h; the lat-
ler eonstitutionalist Ltridvo s nre
mitrching from four different direc-
tions in order to surround the bulk
mr Zapnin's forces,

IMINTD
INLESS
G ARE SENT

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire] pdead  and  wonnded, which Include
SAN ANTONIO, Texas, April 17— jthat of Licutenant James Ord, of he
General Funston today expressed the iBixth infantrye. The othera were of
conviction thit communication x\:l':]"" Thirtesénth  cavalry With tha|
the American forees In Mexico conld |eXception of one of the wounded, thei
not be extended bevond Sateve, with 1“""" w were deseribed as slight
the present number of troops svail- | Genersl Pershing said thut the of-|
able. He also s=aid tha! operations |(cer who invited the Americun lurrel

|1u enter Parral wus o cuaptain of the |
gorrrivon there, He appedred at t.lu’l
American camp on the afternoon -f.
L'I‘u--ni.n andd court=ously  invited the !
iroopers to ride into the place and
tspend the nlght with the Americans.
| He left the oump  after breakfnst
|:nr Parral. Major Tompkins had ae-
cepted  the invitatlon in god faith
hut further precuution, he set
forward a courier to apprise the gur-
of his coming. What became
ef the courier hius not been learned.
e o
LONG TIME NO FALL
[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]
GDEN, Utah, Aprll 15.—After an
hour ond ninetesn minutes without &
fall Juck Harberison, locil middle-
welght wrestler, threw Sam Clappam,
English. chumpion ancross the room.
renoering him uneonscicus  for a
short  period, Clapipam’'s physicinus
refused to allow hm to continue,
R S
ALBERT F. BREWER DEAD
[Aepublican A. P. Leased Wire}
UGAKLAND, Cal, April 17—Albert
F. Brewer, superintendent of the Utuh-
Montana division of the Oregon Short
Line, with headquarters at Poeatello,
Idaho, died suddenly here tonight. He
was 54 yeurs olld. Brewer was widely
known in western railroad circles. For
some yeurs he was superintendent of

BB ||

Fison 1

formation already recelved.  Genersl
Pershing r‘opurteﬂ the lmml-~ m' nn-

Tompkins Receives Threat

transportation for the Denver & Riop
hr.mlh- raliroad st De:w--:

[Republican A. P, Leased Wire]
GENERAL PERSHING'S HEAD-
QIUTARTERS, (By wireless to Colum-
N, M. AprE2 1T)—Army officers
here stuted toduy that Major Tomp-
Kins rmecceivey! & written threat from
General Lozano, commander of the

Carrengn gurrisorn ot Parral, that the
A..u-rtmm would be attacked

1 .,

troops

if they advanced to the city., Adccord-
ing to the same officers the fight at
Porral wis the result of trenchery,
Mujor Tompking's men being ambush-
ed Uy soldiers of the Parral garrison.

The uttack on lhe American tloop-
erE i deeply resented by Lhe officers
who assert that the hostility of, the
Chrranza garrison has blovked the best
tratl to Villa's hiding place.

PERGONAL GUARD
JATTACKED

JF PERGHING
BY VILLA BANDITS

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

CAMP OF GEN. J. J. PERSIING
AT THE FRONT, April 12 (By wire-
less to Columbus N, AL, April 17—
An auto train currving the personal
guard of General J. J. Pershing, and
foodd and clothing for Wis staff was
dttneked last right in the mountlains
nenr here by o band of four hundred
men believed to have been under the
tommand of the Villh General Taran-
B0, Alter o shurp fight in which one
of the attacking foree was Killed, the
Mexicnns  were driven  off. Thera
wWere no American casunities,

The attack wis made while the
truin was iraveling through a brush
coversd mesa lighted by a half moon,
several miles o the rear of Genersl
Pershing and his esport who were
renetrating  Villa  territory  on  their
way south to establish new head-
quarters. The engagement occurred
within a few miles of a constitution-
alist camp.

The Mexicans made a series of at-
tucks on the triin, extending over a
period of about twenty minutes, The
Mret attueks made upon the forward
truck were slight and ineffective. But
after Leing driven off the Mexicans
returned, apparently  belleving that
they could succeed in cutting off the
repr truck.  The truck men saw the
band creeping up on them hetween
the boulders al the side of the road,
hut held their fire. When the bandits
roge o their feet to rush the ma-
<hines the Americans poured five

withering rounds into their ra+

bers of the Mexican bullets pierced
the hodiex of the trocks and one of
them went throngh the cup of a

chuuffeur, a resident of Philndelphin.
The Americans réported they belleved
that they wounded some of the Mex-
Itars as they fled inlo the brush.

Generyl Pershing himsslf made a
vperdy but uneventful trip o the pew
m-adqlmru-rs, P!u'mmterhu.: numerous
vonstitutionalist  detuchments  under
Eeneral Goares, all of whom gave the
Americans friendly greetings and
offered their cooperations.

The seroplone detachment was the
first of the Americans at the new
front. reaching there yesterday after
remarkable adventures through which

—

Both at State and War De-
partments No Word Is
Received Indicating Ban-
dit Villa Has Sue-
cumbed

TAKES TWO DAYS

TO MAKE TRIP

Spot Where Villa Was Re-
ported Buried Is Two
Days Journey by Wagon
From Railroad. This May
Aceount for Delay

wii

[Reg A P. L d Wirel

WASHINGTON, April 17.—Copnfirm-
ation of the death of Francisco Vilia
still was lacking tonight both at the
stite und war departments and at the
Mexicun embasy. The only dispatei
from American sources in Mexico tend-
ing o lend color to the report was a
brie? statement from Major Howze, of
the Bleventh cavalry, now near Parval,
that he had information which led him
to believe that the bamdit and a small
party of his followers had fled some
{dars ago toward San Borju, which is

iclose to the place where unofficisl
Mexicin reports say the body wus
found.

The outstanding featurs of the day's

messages from the border were reports
to the war department that six Mexi-
cang who confesced to having taken
part in the raid on Columbus, N. M,
hud been captured and sent to Colum-
bus for trial by the New Mexico state
authorities. Another official report re-
lieved anxiety us to the supply problem
f6r the troops At the front. It said the
forces now were fully supplied, with
the exception of & small shipment of
horse shoes and clothing, which would
=0 forward tomorrow. An ample sup-
ply of gasoline was on hand, the mes-
suge sald, for the motor trucks und

|asroplanes,

The body supposed to be thut of Villa
was said by the last Mexican report to
be enroute to Chihuahus City. It was
pointed out at the depariment, how-
ever, that the point where it was found
wiis nearly two days' journey by wagon
from the railroad. That may account
for deluy in obtaining confirmation ar
denial of the reports that the bandit's
cureer hus ended.

If General Funston and Geperal
Pershing have taken any steps 1o make
certain the identification of the budy
they have done so on their own inl-
tiative. No instructions to that emd
have been sent from Washington,
elther to consuls or military com-
manders.

This fact may be significant of the
aftitude of the state department. It
was intimated today that the United
States government might be willing to
accept o formal declaration from Gen-
eral Carranza that Villa had been
Killed and order a recall of the troops.

Senator Stone, chirmun of the sen-
ate foreign relations commitiee, ufter
a hrief conference today with Secre-
tary Baker, expressed the view that
the Carranza authorities hardly could
have any object in cireulating a report
of Villa's death unless they belioved it
to be true,

He agresd with Secretary Bakor and
other officluls, however. in accepting
the reports of the finding of Villa's
bBody with utmoest caution. Mr. Baker
took no pains to hide his doubts, al-
though he expressed a fervent hope
that it should prove true.

It is generally admitted that overy
day that the troops remuin in Mexico
increases the possibility of serious
clushes. While there has been no evi-
dence of any opposition to the move-
ments ol the American forces by mili-
tary or civil officials of the de facto
government the Parral incident has
served as a warning that the civil pop-
ulation cannot always be controlled by
those in command. The attack on Ma-
Jor Tompkins' command at Parral cime
after cordial relations had been estab-
lighed with the Carranza mitltary com-
minder there, The Mexican officers’
hest efforts were unevalling to curb
the disturbers, mauy of whom wers
said to be his own soldiers. [t is known
that the Washington government would
gladly withdraw the troops tomorrow if
it could consider the object of the ex-
pedition accomplished,

In some quarters the Sugzestion was
made that reports of Villa's death
might have been circulated for the ef-
fect on the Mexican people, and they

they mmmi ml’ols’

((‘ontmued on Page Three)

Pershmgs Columns Are Now
In Villa’s Own Stronghold

[Republican A. P. Leased Wire]

CAMP OF GENERAL J, J. PEREH-
ING AT THE FRONT, April 13, (By
wireless to Columbus, N, M, April 17,
Delayed) —Headed by General Persh-
ing. American cavalry celumns have
completaly penetrated Chihunhux te
the sputhern extremity of the territory
wheres Villn's strength wis greatest
In the region through which they have
passed in the last few daye, many of
the natives still regard Pancho Villa

putting the Mexicans to flight. Num-

as an idol,

Sweeping in fan-shaped formation
over the district thess columns are
conducting u widespread, systematic
apd patient search  Tar the bandii
cheftain, No = isolated can¥on or
mountain height which might afford
a hiding place is neglected by Lhe
Alrendy fagged cavalrymen.

The troops occasionally encountert
¢d several small bands of Villastas
who were in the vicinity but these al-
ways have muade for cover hefore the

Ameriean cavalrymen onught them.



